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VareseNews

The emergency is over, the refugees leave the reception
centres.

Pubblicato: Lunedi 4 Marzo 2013

- After two years, the doors of the reception centres
are closmg for the refugees, who arrived on the wave of the political and civil disorder that
struck North Africa. Today, Thursday 28 February, these refugees, who have been
accommodated in hotels, humanitarian centres and facilities, which have been maintained with
a fund set up by the ministry to deal with the emergency of two years ago, are coming to the
end of the reception process.

It has taken this time for the State to contain the dramatic situation that was taking place on
the southern coasts, on Lampedusa first and foremost, where the number of boats landing had
reached the proportions of a mass exodus. But this time has also been necessary for central
police stations to verify the bureaucratic state of the migrants and their requests for political
asylum.

We should remember that, when they arrived in Italy, many of these people still had the
horrors of war and desperate poverty in their eyes. They had come from Ghana, the Ivory
Coast, Burkina Faso, Gabon, Mali, Niger and Nigeria. They had all ended up in Libya, for work
or out of desperation, and had found themselves in the last, troubled phase of the Gaddafi
regime.

Initially, they were sent throughout Italy, to be hosted by councils, and in these two years, this
is where have stayed. Each one received an allowance, money to cover board and lodging in
the reception facilities. Some councils, especially with the help of the voluntary associations,
organised training courses, recreational and professional activities; others just completed the
reception procedures.
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Today, their “stay” is over. Each refugee has been given €500 and a residence permit, and
it is now up to them to find their way. There were those in Varese, who were staying at the
Plaza Hotel, about fifteen people who had been brought by bus from Somma Lombardo (“of
the 35 who had arrived, the others had already found their own ways,” explained the Somma
Lombardo councillor, Claudia Colombo).

Many had already left the reception centres; as soon as they received their residence permits,
they found somewhere to go, or left to go to other countries. Almost all of those received in
Gallarate already left, independently, in January. Many chose to go to France, Germany, and
the North of Europe, others found work in the area. And others found accommodation with
friends and relatives.

But some are still not sure where to go. “I'll move around, sleep in the station.” They say this
with a smile on their faces, an expression of people who are sure that they will succeed
somehow. But there are those who are worried; after all, today, they no longer have the
guarantee of a roof over the heads. They have €500, a new language they have learnt, and a
network of contacts and friends, many of whom are themselves in similar conditions.

Redazione VareseNews
redazione@varesenews.it

VareseNews -212- 30.04.2026



	VareseNews
	The emergency is over, the refugees leave the reception centres.


