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“1 have never put grades on my students because they are not suitable for describing a child’s
progress and, worse, they easily turn into labels,” explains teacher Davide Tamagnini, one of the
spokespersons with Franco Lorenzoni of the Educational Cooperation Movement, which has
strongly supported this small revolution: from 2021 (including the first four months of the current
school year) primary school report cards will be without grades. And it’s not just a matter of
changing the grading scale, as was the case in the past, with excellence represented by a 10, an A or a
‘very good'.

This time, together with the evaluation, “the very idea of the school is changing: it must not classify
students, comparing them with gradesin order to select the best and the worst, or lend itself to
this selection,” Tamagnini explains. “Instead, the school must accompany each child on their path
of growth and education so that each one achieves the skillsidentified by the Ministerial Directions, in
force since 2012. The ministerial indications, almost 10 years ago, already replaced the old school
programmes, leaving teachers free to take different paths to lead students to certain skills to be
acquired over along period of time: in primary school by the end of 3rd grade some, at the end of 5th
grade others: “Finally, the evaluation system is also moving in this direction”, he says.
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“The challenge is epochal”, he adds, “it's about going from the old documented evaluation to a
formative evaluation, for learning, as it is already clearly written in the ministry guidelines of 2012
which have been largely ignored until now. It is an evaluation that does not specify only what the
student can and can’t do, but how he reached the gained knowledge, with which kind of work, through
which personal path.”

According to Tamagnini, there are at least two critical aspects which risk jeopardizing the objective:
the definition of levels and the little time that teachers have to adapt not only the report cards, but
more generally their own teaching to the new regulations.

LEVELS

Basically, the parents who receive the report cards in these days find next to every subject a short
indication about the learning path of knowledge, which can be “ Advanced”, “Intermediate’, “Basic” or
“in the process of first learning”, followed by a descriptive judgment that is based more generaly on the
child’'s path during its evolution.

“If teacher swhile evaluating, and par ents while reading this evaluation, will give in to temptation
of equalizing these four learning levels to the previous scale rating from 1 tol0 with a simple
equation, we will betray the meaning of the rule and lose the occasion of giving back its social
value to the school.”

TIMES

Our_evaluation, which became law starting from December, is already operative with the report
cards of the first term, which are given to children, or rather to the electronic record, during these days.
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“The truth is that such a radical change in the evaluation process needs some time to be understood,
assimilated and put into practice, demolishing the old comparative and classificatory habits. The
real challengeisto change the way of teaching and to take the necessary timeto doit.”

FROM THE PARENTS POINT OF VIEW

“The Vulgate says that the grade is clear, but what does a 6 actually mean?’ Tamagnini asked. “Do you
know little, but what you know, you know well, or do you know everything, but you don’t know how to
explain some things, or still do you know things, but you haven't understood them very well? Formative
assessment can say all this and more, with different phrases and words for each student, because
each path is different from the other in arriving at knowledge. Doing without grades means to
teachers describing the lear ning process of each student, also to parents, who will thus be more
aware of it.”

Trandated by Chiara Brovelli, Sara Mentasti and Vittoria Bonanomi

Reviewed by Prof. Robert Clarke
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